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SECRET TEL AVIV 6157 

NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IS, IR, IN 

SUBJECT: MEETING WITH BEGIN: DAYAN’S VISIT TO INDIA 

REF: TEL AVIV 6079 

1 . DURING MY MEETING WITH BEGIN AND DAYAN THIS MORNING 

1 ASKED DAYAN WHAT HE COULD TELL ME ABOUT HIS QUICK TRIP 
TO INDIA. 

2. DAYAN SAID HE FELT THE TRIP HAD BEEN A SUCCESS DESPITE 
THE FACT THERE WAS NO POSSIBLITY OF INDIA AND ISRAEL 
ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS "RIGHT AWAY." HE 
QUOTED PRIME MINISTER DESAI AS SAYING IT WAS A GREAT 
MISTAKE INDIA HAD NOT ESTABLISHED RELATIONS EARLIER. BUT 
THAT HE DID NOT FEEL IN A POSITION TO CORRECT THIS ERROR 
IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. 

3. HE SAID HE AND DESAI, WITH THE INDIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER PRESENT. HAD TALKED TOGETHER FOR ABOUT AN 
HOUR AND A QUARTER. THE FIRST TIME THERE HAD BEEN 
TOP LEVEL TALKS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND INDIA IN OVER 
TWENTY YEARS. HE THOUGHT THE PRINCIPAL REASON 
DESAI HAD INVITED HIM WAS BECAUSE SADAT HAD ASKED 
DESAI TO USE HIS INFLUENCE WITH THE ISRAELIS IN 
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SEEKING A MIDDLE EAST PEACE SETTLEMENT. ACCORDING 
TO DAYAN, DESAI WAS NOT IN ACCORD WITH THE ARABS, BUT 
HE DID NOT ELABORATE ON THIS POINT. 

4. DAYAN NOTED HE EXPECTED TO HAVE ANOTHER MEETING 
WITH DESAI IN OCTOBER, PROBABLY IN EUROPE OR NEW YORK. 

HE REITERATED DESAI’S CONCERN THAT NEWS OF THEIR MEETING 
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BD VERY CLOSELY HELD BECAUSE OF THE NEGATIVE IMPACT IT 
MIGHT HAVE ON INDIA'S LARGE MUSLIM POPULATION. 

5. DAYAN LEAVES TONIGHT FOR TEHRAN (REFTEL) AND EXPECTS 
TO RETURN TOMORROW NIGHT. 

6. 1 RECOMMEND THIS MESSAGE BE REPEATED TO NEW DELHI 
AND CAIRO. 

LEWIS 
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